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As we wander through the depths of Marrakech, Jewel of the Cherifian land,
so radiant, so vibrant,the memory of water breathes everywhere:
gardens and fountains, khettaras and oueds,
riads, The menara, and Medina where water is never far, a sacred element 
shaping the terraced slopes, the ochre of the fields, spreading musky scents 
and peppered fragrances,carving the weathered faces and the local dialects.

Water, a gift from God.
Water of our ancestors.
Water of our descendants.

“Water gives without counting,
but he who does not respect it
may drown in it.”

A touch of poetry, dear friends, is always welcome.
Minister Nizar Baraka,
Ministers of the Government of Morocco and of so many nations,
Madame Retno Marsudi, Special Envoy of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Mr. Li Guoyin, Minister of Water Resources of China,
Mr. Li Yuan Yuan, President of IWRA,
and all our cherished friends of the World Water Council.
Governors and Ambassadors,
Dear colleagues and friends,

Poetry does not silence our concern.
The future of water weighs on all of us here.The climate, of course; 
demography; and the many disasters linked to water.
But today, it seems essential to me that we turn our attention to matters too 
often overlooked, yet carrying profound consequences for the planet’s water 
resources.

First, we must express our legitimate concern regarding the rampant and 
uncontrolled urbanization that already affects more than a hundred 
megacities, each with populations exceeding ten million inhabitants.
Every year, they require the mobilization of new and colossal volumes of 
water, at a time when floods are becoming more violent, aquifers are being 
depleted, deltas are sinking, and coastlines are retreating.
When water is lacking, human societies lose their breath;
when water overwhelms, they come to a halt;
when water is polluted, human societies poison themselves.

For many of these megacities, innovation, governance, and financing are 
simply not keeping pace.
They deserve a shift in scale, a change in approach or, as we say in cycling,
 a shift in gears.

To prevent catastrophe from piling upon catastrophe, on top of epidemics and 
Malnutrition, the World Water Council intends to propose the creation of a 
Coalition for Water in Megacities.
This coalition must also rethink the relationship between the urban world and 
the rural world.
Urban growth can no longer,and must no longer, be seen as an inevitability.
The threat weighing upon cities should instead be viewed as an opportunity 
for a more balanced distribution of populations.
It is, in a sense, urban exodus following rural exodus.

The second issue relates more directly to water supply and the need to ensure
 greater water  security.
The use of non-conventional water resources is becoming essential erywhere, 
beginning with groundwater, the so-called invisible water.
It must be better mapped and more carefully managed in the future.

And above all, we must embrace the great revolutions of this century:
the desalination of sea water and brackish water, on the one hand, and the 
recycling of wastewater and its subsequent reuse, on the other.
Desalinated water and recycled water must necessarily be paired with 
renewable energies, wind and solar, but also geothermal and tidal power,
complementing hydropower and nuclear energy.

It is for this reason that we have partnered with the Moroccan Authorities to 
establish an International Centre dedicated to non-conventional water coupled 
with renewable energies.
This is a shared and common commitment to innovate and cooperate t
ogether, made possible by Moroccan excellence, from desalination in Dakhla,
 to wind power in Tangier, from solar energy in Ouarzazate to wastewater 
recycling in Rabat.

But, dear colleagues, securing greater water resources alone will not be 
enough.
We must be responsible and act decisively on demand management.
Technology, artificial intelligence, will not suffice without a deep and lasting 
transformation of our behaviors.

Let us be clear: sobriety is neither a setback nor a punishment.
Sobriety is half of progress: consuming less, wasting less, polluting less, in
 order to innovate better and share more fairly.

Digital sobriety, of course, and industrial sobriety as well, where we must 
anticipate water and energy consumption by 2030,from 25,000 data centers,
 hundreds of nuclear power plants, and over 3 billion air conditioners,
bearing in mind that a single mega data center can consume as much water as 
a city of 30,000 to 5,000 inhabitants,
and a nuclear plant with an open-loop system three to five times more.

Innovating and enforcing responsible practices is imperative to reconcile the
 digital transition, artificial intelligence, and the preservation of water 
resources.

For this reason, aware of this challenge, the World Water Council, together 
with its partners, will take the initiative to lay the foundations of a Digital 
Sobriety Laboratory, tasked with identifying all forms of sobriety and 
promoting best practices.
This is our third proposal.

As I conclude, allow me to complement these three commitments in favor of the cause of water.
They will not suffice if we leave sanitation,the great neglected issue,in the
 shadows.

Ignoring sanitation weakens health, endangers food, and destroys 
biodiversity.
It strikes at the economy and undermines human dignity.
Sanitation remains the overlooked sibling. Let us make it more visible, better 
funded, and politically prioritized.

So here, dear friends, are a few considerations, each also a proposal:
A Coalition for Water in Megacities, an International Centre for Non-
Conventional Water, a Laboratory of Sobriety, a New Deal for Sanitation.
And in just a few moments, during the High-Level Panel following this
 opening, we will add a One Water, One Health Center, prepared together 
with our Turkish colleagues and the European Union.

Very soon, ladies and gentlemen, we will be two billion more in a world 
where water does not grow.
And water recognizes neither electoral cycles nor borders.
The future of water depends as much on our collective creativity as on our 
political courage.

To act together, I invite you to speak a little less about what water costs us, 
and a little more about what it gives us.

May the spirit of Marrakech carry us far and for a long time.
Let us remain poets, yet also builders.

As the poet Jallal Din Rumi said :
“Water is the mirror of the soul; it never stops, it flows towards infinity.”

Thank you, Moroccan friends, so quick to blend welcome and hospitality.
To the pride of receiving us, we add the honor of meeting you.

Thank you to Morocco, may God protect the Kingdom, its King, and its 
People:
Shukran lil-Maghrib , Hafiza Allah al-Mamlakah wa Malikaha wa Sha‘baha.

