
 

 

 

Marseille, February 19th , 2024 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

11th World Water Forum: Saudi Arabia and Riyadh to host the 11th World Water Forum in 2027 

 

The Governors of the World Water Council have elected Saudi Arabia and Riyadh as the host for 
the 11th World Water Forum in 2027. 

Saudi Arabia and Riyadh's plan to host the 11th World Water Forum in 2027 on the theme "Action 
for a Better Future" was elected during the 86th meeting of the Board of Governors of the World 
Water Council, in Istanbul, on February 17, 2024. 

Upon the announcement of the election results, World Water Council President Mr. Loïc Fauchon 
said, "On behalf of the World Water Council, I would like to congratulate Saudi Arabia and Riyadh 
on its election as the host of the 11th World Water Forum. The World Water Council looks forward 
to working closely with the Saudis over the next three years to bring the world together in Riyadh 
in 2027 to continue to make water a global and political priority." 

The Governors elected the host country and city by secret ballot. Obtaining the majority, Saudi 
Arabia was elected. 

The World Water Forum is the largest international gathering in the water sector involving various 
stakeholders, co-organized by the World Water Council and a host city. The Forum is held every 
three years and has been running since 1997. The World Water Forum is not just a conference: it 
includes a three-year preparation phase (preparatory phase), a one-week event (event phase) and 
a presentation of the results (synthesis phase), with ongoing support from World Water Council 
member organizations.  

The Forum brings together participants from all levels and fields, including politics, multilateral 
institutions, academia, civil society, and the private sector, among others. Over the years, the 
number of Forum participants has grown from a few hundred to tens of thousands, from both the 
international community and host countries. 

For further information, please contact the press and communication department of the World 
Water Council: 

j.morante@worldwatercouncil.org 
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