
 

Press release - Selection of the Host City and Country of the 9th World Water Forum 

 

World Water Council elects the City of Dakar 

 and country of Senegal as hosts of 2021 Forum  

 
Marseille, France - 60th World Water Council Board meeting, 25-26 November 2016 - Members 

of the Board of Governors of the World Water Council elected the capital city of Dakar and the country 

of Senegal to host the 9th World Water Forum in 2021.  

The selection followed a rigorous evaluation process. The candidature of Dakar was unanimously 

approved by vote conducted during the 60th meeting of the Board of Governors held on Saturday 

morning in Marseille. 

The 9th World Water Forum theme will be  “Water Security for Peace and Development.” 

 The World Water Forum is the world’s largest water event, gathering every three years more than 

20,000 participants: international organizations, political leaders, parliamentarians and mayors, 

representatives of civil society, water professionals and scientists.  

 “I am glad to see the World Water Forum coming back to Africa after the very first Forum in Marrakesh 

in 1997. The 2021 edition will be a first in the sub-Saharan region, where collective and innovative 

solutions to water and sanitation challenges are greatly needed,” stated the President of the World 

Water Council, Benedito Braga. 

The vote remains “conditional” upon the signature of an agreement between the World Water Council 

and the hosts of the 9th Forum so as to specify their terms of agreement.  

In the meantime, the next World Water Forum, being held for the first time in the southern hemisphere, 

is planned for spring 2018 in Brasilia, Brazil, under its central theme “Sharing Water.” 

www.worldwaterforum8.org @wwaterforum8 

ABOUT THE WORLD WATER COUNCIL 
 The World Water Council is an international multi-stakeholder platform organization, the founder and co-

organizer of the World Water Forum. The World Water Council’s mission is to mobilize action on critical 

water issues at all levels, including the highest decision-making level, by engaging people in debate and 

challenging conventional thinking. The Council focuses on the political dimensions of water security, 

adaptation, and sustainability, and works to position water at the top of the global political agenda. 

Headquartered in Marseille, France, and created in 1996, the World Water Council brings together over 300 

member organizations from more than 50 different countries. More on www.worldwatercouncil.org  

@wwatercouncil #wwatercouncil 

Press contacts:  For more information on the World Water Council, photos, biographies or interview request, 
please contact: Carole Schaal Cornillet at +33 (0) 4 91 99 41 05 or 00 (CET time zone) 
c.schaal@worldwatercouncil.org   
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