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Mr.Secretary General,

Excellencies, Ministers and Ambassadors, 
Dear Asma El Kasmi,

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends of water,
What a fine moment for water, for such a vital cause, that we are gathered here today in Abu Dhabi. On behalf of the World Water Council, I would like to thank the Abu Dhabi Executive Council and the Arab Water Academy for their kind invitation.

By organizing this conference and welcoming Arab water leaders here in the United Arab Emirates, you mark the importance given to water issues and more broadly to the future of water in the world.

Severe threats obviously weigh over water: demographic growth, urban concentrations, coastal pollutions, development imperatives and even a whimsical climate. These threats are real and even though they should not be exaggerated they certainly should not be ignored. 

These threats call for harrowing new actions and the citizens of the world are well aware of this. A certain conception of the world will slowly but surely vanish even if the need to produce goods and the rising of living standards represent a legitimate hope for billions of women and men. 

Another conception that is more respectful of Nature is beginning to impose itself but the momentum varies whether you are dealing with yesterday’s rulers or today’s emerging players. Nevertheless we will progressively consume better and waste less. 

Water shortage is the everyday reality of too many earth dwellers. It is often the result of years of inconsistencies and lack of foresight. This was our strong claim in Istanbul last year and we repeat it here again today: “the time of easy water is definitely behind us.” 

Obviously, we will continue with our efforts to bring more water to those who are cruelly deprived of the resource. Man’s genius is devoted to a world in which fetching water will no longer be an ordeal, a world in which one can freely quench one’s thirst, wash up, irrigate and more generally have access to water resources essential to development.

Pumping, storage, transfers, desalination, recycling, the options are multiple and fortunately technology is providing solutions to better mobilize the resource. In its role, the World Water Council brings its contribution thanks to the competencies, experience and passion of its 400 member organisations that I wish to thank here for their commitment.

We have become aware that our behaviours have now started to change.

Thanks to the efforts of several countries, the way is paved to manage water resources in a more responsible manner and to progressively shift from an unacceptable looting to a more equitable sharing.

Equitable sharing -by all means- because no one can pretend depriving his neighbour of water he or she naturally needs. No to confiscated water and yes to shared water.  Hence we will bring even more attention to the highly sensitive and strategic issue of trans-border basins.  

Equitable sharing but also equity between humans, between territories and chiefly between Humankind and Nature in order to offer  guarantees and better distribute sound water in sufficient quantity to ensure the respect of biodiversity and the necessary protection of ecosystems. 

This “
awareness” of the moral value of water evidently imposes a kind of hydro vigilance to which our Council is very much attached. 

Hence we are now guarantor of a form of growth that will return to the natural medium what it has already given to us.  

A growth that is respectful and that privileges a balanced ecosystem. A growth that is no longer based on looting but on sharing. A growth that has the capacity to make mankind richer in all ways and that makes sure this enrichment is done without detriment to nature. 

If this is green growth, then yes, let’s go for it. But let’s go for it without conflicting excess, and let us not forget that more than half of humanity first needs development. Let us not deprive man of what is essential for life, for health and for dignity.  

This green growth is by all appearances a harmonious growth, and it is not a green revolution like some might say. It presumably has a better equilibrium between short and long term, between necessary human activity and environmental survival - in short, a real planetary balance. 

For a little less than a century, we have not shared water with nature. On the contrary, man has instead taken water from nature and even sometimes confiscated it. Take California as an example: Five months ago the Governor of California had to declare for the first time in history, a state of emergency caused by water shortages. This is remarkable in such a big state. California is thirsty due to thoughtlessness and maybe sometimes even incompetence - to the point of wanting to impose, within a year, a cure that will enable to save 20 to 30% of the water resources. 

We have also badly managed the development of megacities in poor countries where the pollution of ground water and rivers kill more and more. This is where we see hydric illnesses appearing which makes the absence of water – or its poor quality – by far the leading cause of mortality in the world.  And, please, let us not argue that it is climate’s fault. It’s too easy. First and foremost, it is man’s fault. The climate evolution will perhaps add to some difficulties but let us face the reality of what we have not done because of raging demographic growth, excessive urbanisation, inconsistent coastal development or unabated pollution. All of these examples are weak links of human action. 

When it comes to water, we are also at a crossroads. Up until now, in terms of economy, we have privileged an approach based on supply. All governments in the world have forced themselves to respond to a demand that has sometimes exponentially increased, like in the case of energy. But from now on, we have to regulate the demand, strongly and significantly, all while making sure we don’t go from one extreme to another. 

In order to do so, all nations, all human communities will have to implement, year after year, very strict water demand regulation policies. Water savings through better management of water supply, significant reduction of water consumption thanks to new behaviours, and tariffs, can help avoid excessive water waste. The recent example of California can show us the path of a new relationship between humans and nature, based on respect.

But we all know that this new vision does not only concern water and sanitation but the whole of scarce resources. 

In reality, producing energy and making water more accessible boils down to the same battle. Throughout the world, it is always the same, the poorest and most deprived who cruelly lack water as much as electricity. And when there is no energy or the tariffs shoot up, it is access to water that suffers.

No water without energy, no energy without water. The World Water Council stated that before Copenhagen, and I repeat it today: the future of energy is intertwined with that of water. 

This is why we propose and advocate that water be part of the now famous energy-climate package because, in fact, what the world needs is a water-energy package as it needs a new reviewed negotiation on climate that is better balanced between the necessity to fight against poverty and the imperatives of a rigorous protection of biodiversity. 

This new association between water and energy would naturally justify the setting up of a “World Fund for Scarce Resources” that our Council advocates notably to encourage the production of energy especially dedicated to water.
By ensuring access to water and energy, we will be able to deal with two major issues related to water for development.

First we must guarantee enough water for food production, each year more important, because of population growth, improving living standards, which result in changes in eating habits. Remember that a meatless diet uses two to three times less water than a meat-based diet.

It clearly shows the importance of the concept of virtual water that will lead us to change the location of agricultural productions according to the presence of available water masses. It is a sensitive issue related to food self-sufficiency and to the rules of international trade. 
The second challenge is of course, water for health. This means the ability for each human being to progressively have access to good quality water. “ Dirty water” if one might say so, kills ten times more than all wars combined. Being committed to treat water pollution, to treat wastewater from the world’s major cities, means being committed to reduce this unacceptable figure of 
1.8 million children, younger than five years, who die from a water-related disease, each year.
To address these challenges of water for food and water for health, we must now provide simpler solutions, less expensive and more sustainable.

There are three types of solutions, and you already know them well:
First, a more appropriate financing is needed, coming from States, but also from local authorities encouraged to implement specific water and sanitation budgets, whose revenues would be exclusively allocated to water and sanitation. A more decentralized and transparent governance is necessary to make public water and sanitation services closer to the ground, to citizens, and consumers.  At last, a more adapted knowledge and know-how transfer are needed for good management of water and sanitation services. A particular attention must also be given to the maintenance of water infrastructures.

The connection is obvious, with the initiative taken by the Arab Water Academy that brings us here today. Reinforcing capacity building, improving governance, facilitating new financing means fostering the emergence of political and economic water leaders, ministers and managers, engineers and economists, all serving the same cause.
You can be assured of the Council’s support to this exemplary initiative. We are willing to help you promote it within the water community. 
The next Forum will be the best opportunity to do so. Marseille and France have decided to joint forces to organize it in Marseille in March 2012. 
We would be happy if the Arab Water Ministers Council, the UAE government, and the Arab Water Academy would agree to be our partners in advancing solutions for water that will be the main purpose of this Forum. 
Thank you again for your welcome and your hospitality. 
And thank you for the support you will bring to our Council in order to “give water its chance”.
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