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Thanks to all of you for being present today to participate in this Americas Water Forum. 
Your presence is very important to contribute to the 5th Forum that will be held in Mach 2009 in Istanbul. 

While organising Fora, preparatory processes, and especially regional processes, are essential. I would even say that regional processes are the basis, the core of the Fora. 

Indeed, the Voice of Water is the one that comes from communities, from countries, from regions.  

And the work achieved since more than one year for the Americas is an exemplary one. On behalf of the Council, I thank you for that. 

Let me also express my gratitude particularly to the ANA and to Benedito Braga and Roberto Olivares, who are coordinating the regional process for the Americas. 

We are expecting a lot from you. You already did a lot and, during these two working days, you will continue to bring unity to your analysis, to your ideas and to your proposals. 

Thanks to you, the whole continent will come to Istanbul to discuss the situation of water in the 35 countries that have been participating to this Americas process. Your work brings great legitimacy to this process and will bring credit to the conclusions that you will discuss in Istanbul. 

Fora are not, you already know that, common international conferences. During a three-year preparatory process, works, debates and encounters are taking place and gives to the different stakeholders the opportunity to express their opinions. 

International organisations, governments, local authorities but above all NGO, trade unions, public and private companies… Each and every one can bring a contribution. It is a right and I would say, it also a duty to do so to disseminate the idea that water and sanitation issues are of utmost importance and that it should be given priority.

As I said yesterday, the world is changing. It is changing very quickly and particularly as it is facing multiple crises. Urban crisis, food crisis, energy crisis, climate crisis, financial crisis, etc. These crises are threatening the situation of water. For this reason, we have to make the Voice heard, loud and high. We have to make the Voice of those who are willing to access to water and sanitation heard.           
Our role, your role, is to say to the political leaders and to all kind of decision-makers how this priority to water could be achieved and fully respected. 
On the one side, we have to guarantee the quality of water resources. It is not easy. We have to cope with a great number of pressures, especially the ones of cities. 

We have to cope with the absence or the lack of sanitation in the cities, which are now becoming true sanitary bombs. 
We have to guarantee the respect of ecosystems and biodiversity because the future of our planet is depending on that. We have to be bio-responsible.

On the other side, our role is to define the conditions to fulfil to have water for agriculture, for industrial development and for domestic uses. 

And we should not oppose one to others. On the contrary, we should say and say again that action between urban and rural areas should be taken in common.   

While issues are at the global scale, solutions should be found at the local scale. 

For this reason, the World Water Council is attaching great importance to the role of local authorities. And not only to regions or cities but the citizens. Because we know now that water is better managed when it is managed in close collaboration with citizens and their direct representatives. 

For this reason also, we have been saying, since the Forum in Mexico, that the individual right to access to water and sanitation should be clearly stated. Each individual has the right to a minimum allocation that would ensure him to leave with dignity. It is the same for sanitation.

We are expecting your answers essential issues: 

· financing water: how to reach more money for water, and faster, to help financing infrastructures that are needed. I would like to say it again here, we have to make proposals to reduce the water debt and, at the same time, to impose innovative financing. Those will help not only to finance equipments but also to ensure a good functioning of the infrastructures. 

· second direction: how could we achieve a better governance in order to have a more direct management, more open, more transparent. We have to go beyond the old public-private debate by giving to the right place and role to the different stakeholders. Guaranteeing access to water is a public mission, it is clear. But contributing to this mission is the duty of each and everyone, municipalities, companies, NGOs that should work hand in hand under the control of the State and local authorities.  

· third direction: how to allow a better capacity development and know-how transfers. How to optimize the use of technical and technological progresses. 

For each of those questions, your role is crucial because you can bring your knowledge, your expertise, the experience of your country and of your region. 

The World Water Council needs all those skills. We need it so that water becomes an universal cause, the cause of the inhabitants of this planet. 

We are pleased to facilitate your works. We thank you again for all you are bringing to Istanbul. 
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