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Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends,


Water has always been a central concern for humanity. Here in Egypt more than elsewhere, and for a very long time. 

We live in a fast-changing world, sometimes all too sharply, and water is therefore impacted adversely by these changes.
Every day, for several months, we have been told that climate change could have serious consequences for our planet. It is possible. But as leaders, as political and economic decision-makers in your countries, you know that today you have to face other challenges, often far more dreadful than the climate.

THE CHALLENGES OF OUR TIME ARE DEMOGRAPHY, URBANIZATION, POLLUTION, IMPROVING STANDARDS OF LIVING.
First, we must face demographic explosion, which concerns a great part of the world.

If 20 000 people die every day from the lack of drinking water, it is not only because they live in miserable conditions, but also because overpopulation increases fresh water scarcity everywhere.

If starvation threatens, it is also because the earth absorbs an additional one billion people every ten to fifteen years.

Our planet gets an additional 150 000 to 200 000 inhabitants per day. And there must be water resources for them too.

The lack of water resources in several regions of the world, combined with the race for modernity and consumption, are drivers for migration to cities and coastal areas.

This is the second problem that we face everywhere, in every country, in the North as in the South: urbanization in increasingly large, numerous, and poor mega-cities.

These mega-cities have huge domestic and industrial water needs which create severe and hazardous pollution downstream. Their impact on public health is significant. And we know that in many countries, hospital beds are occupied by patients suffering from waterborne diseases.
The third crisis that we have been facing for decades, is obviously the food crisis. Population growth, improving living standards, changes in eating habits, contribute to an increase in water demand for agriculture. This results in a significant water waste and loss which contribute to increased tensions on water resources.

Of course, climate change could add to these enormous challenges. Will there be more droughts here and more flooding there? It is possible and this is not the first time in the history of mankind. We know the consequences for water. In these situations we spend even more public money on over-calibrating equipment and infrastructure: to raise dikes in order to fight against the sea-level rise;  to pump longer and deeper in order to reduce the effects of drought.

All of this is partly due to human behaviour. And the climate must not serve as a scapegoat to forget our faults and inconsistencies
Because Man is responsible.

Responsible for the aggressions perpetrated against water, responsible for the tensions which reduce the availability of fresh water masses, so indispensable to the survival of humanity.

THE TIME OF WATER COMES EASY IS OVER 

Excellences, dear friends, at this moment in the history of water, we face a major challenge: how to use more water resources but — at the same time — protect, enhance the value of and even reuse these resources.

Water uses are not confined to humans and human activities alone.  Hence, a harmonious, albeit rigorous, way to share water among human beings, but also between humans and nature, must be reached and maintained. 

Therefore my dear friends, this is the reason why I said this year, during the Istanbul Water Forum, that the time of water comes easy is over. We have understood that future action in the field of water will be based on two principles:
- Firstly, the future of water does not only rest on technological progress, but even more so on political commitments.

- Secondly, resolving tensions on water resources does not only rest on increasing water supply, but also on regulating and decreasing water demand. This regulation implies a deep change of habits and behaviours. 

Yes, increasing indefinitely the water supply comes at a cost, and jeopardises the natural environment -especially when humans fail to balance the interests of meeting essential needs and ‘looting’ hydrological resources.

We must stop spending always more and more money to produce water and then waste it.
Yes, my dear friends, we are at a crossroad in the history of water. 

Either we continue on the path of inconsistency and lack of foresight, causing waste and creating unbearable regional tensions, or we move forward with wisdom, we change our relationship with water. We respect it, we give it our support. And we will be in a position to reconcile ourselves with it.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am convinced that we will make the right choice: in the years to come, we will think differently about water management.
THINKING WATER MANAGAMENT DIFFERENTLY
To cope with the challenges already mentioned, demography, urbanization, climate change, human development and growth, we must continue to improve the water supply. Rivers, lakes and groundwater will keep on being used to contribute to quench the always greater thirst of our planet. 
Increasing our capacity to store water, to pump it sometimes deeper, to transfer it over greater distances, to desalinate it, to reuse and recycle it, thanks to the technological progress permitted by the genius of man will still remain a necessity. And it clearly means that the priority for water, a technical but also a financial priority, should be encouraged and expanded. 

All these technologies, including the newest, require more energy. Therefore, a stronger relationship should be immediately established between water and energy. That is why the World Water Council, on the occasion of the Copenhagen Summit, just recalled that a better water management is crucial to the future of energy. “Managing and supplying water to create renewable energy and reduce energy consumption can overcome poverty and play a major role in supporting climate change adaptation. The Council therefore called on parties to COP-15 to make investment in water infrastructure a key part of the Copenhagen global climate accord”. It is now necessary to implement the mechanisms of a package water-energy-climate. 

Increasing water supply, getting enough water for energy and enough energy for water, is necessary but not sufficient. We are now in a world of scarce resources and we should aim at protecting and saving them. Our habits, our behaviors will have to change quickly and significantly. 
Managing more rigorously dams, waterworks and water systems, will be needed to reduce wasting and losses. A great effort must be done in the agriculture sector, which remains the one where much advances could be made.  
This is the reason why the World Water Council recently made several proposals to the FAO in Roma: 

· promoting food productions that would be closer to the consumers

· reinvesting massively in water for agriculture by increasing the productivity of water to reduce the tensions on the resources

· giving priority to an agriculture that would be able to protect the quality of the resources, the ecosystem and the biodiversity, with less fertilizers, pesticides and productions progressively biological. 
· and a new proposal, which is more directed to the consumers: reducing food wasting. A recent study has just shown that in the UK, people throw on average one quarter of the food they bought in their garbage. This potential savings could represent enormous water savings at the scale of our planet. 

This is narrowly linked to the complex concepts of virtual water and water footprint. As you already know, the virtual water concept allows evaluating the quantity of water used to produce goods or food. It also allows working on identifying the water flows exchanged between different countries. As far as food is concerned, it permits to work more precisely on the notions of food security and food interdependencies.

It is a very sensitive issue. Bearing in mind that it takes 5 to 10 times more water to produce one kilo of meat than one kilo of wheat, we will necessarily have to rethink the production locations according to the available resources and we will also have to change our consumption patterns. 

It will entail a slow cultural evolution. It means that, in many different places, we will have to implement drastic policies based on savings. 
This year, as you may already know, California’s Governor Mr. Schwarzenegger had to declare the state of emergency due to an important reducing of water resources. Mr. Schwarzenegger took regulatory measures in order to decrease by 20%, and within one year, all agricultural, domestic and industrial water consumptions. It will be very interesting to see if such measures, taken at the scale of a big State, will be efficient and successful. 
But to act simultaneously on both supply and demand, on both technical capacities and behaviors, it is necessary to bring concretes solutions to the political leaders and to the concerned populations. 

It means to strongly reaffirm the right to access to water for all. It is a question of right but more simply it is a question of human dignity, and dignity is not negotiable. 

It means to allocate more money to water. 

It means to meet the expectations of the citizens by organizing a good distribution of the water governance between the different institutional levels: State, hydrographical basin and local authorities. More than ever, a more efficient water management will require democratic and decentralised institutions. 

It means to build adapted knowledge. 

It means to organise transboundary cooperation to systematically prevent tensions and conflicts. 

It finally means to gather wills and competencies to cope with the increasing number of water-related disasters and their impacts. 

For all this, Ladies and Gentlemen, we need everybody’s participation. Water should unite us rather than divide us. 

And the Arab Water Council is the illustration of this capacity to bring together all the stakeholders. And I would like to pay tribute to Dr. Abu Zeid today for his long-lasting action in favour of water.  

It is also the role of the World Water Council, which owes a lot to the Arab Water Community. 

We are the Voices of Water and we contribute to positioning water and sanitation as a political top priority.      
France and Marseilles will host the 6th World Water Forum in March 2012. I hope, I wish, that the Arab Water Council will be, as it has always been in the past, a strong partner of the World Water Council and France in the preparation of this Forum by bringing its experience and contribution. 

The World Water Council is strongly willing to work with you to propose concrete solutions to the water community to make the cause of water for all progress. 
Thank you again for your warm welcome and I wish you great success in the accomplishments of your works here in Cairo. 
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