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   President


Mister President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the opening of this 47th meeting of the Interstate Commission for Water Coordination (ICWC) of Central Asia, please allow me first to greet all the participants gathered these days in Almaty. 

Let me also express my regrets for not being able to be with you today, as I had wished, to celebrate 15th years of successful work of ICWC for strengthening the collaboration on transboundary water issues in Central Asia.  
I have asked to my friend, Victor Dukhovny, one of the governors of the World Water Council, to read you this message and tell you the attention and interest the Council shows to your works.

The World Water Council, created in 1996 has the ambition to be the Voice of Water, the Voice that expresses the seriousness of the situation and urges to put water and sanitation on the top of the political agenda. 
Water is not lacking on our earth, you all know this. But it is not always there where it is needed most. Water resources should be available anywhere it is necessary both for human development and protection of the ecosystems.

Thus, due to the current demographic growth, the unlimited pollutions, the significant climatic evolutions, or due to bad management, water is lacking here, and is too abundant there. 
This situation asks us to rethink a large part of our water policies. The challenge is important and requires some urgent solutions.

And we can pay tribute to the organizers of this conference, and to all of you ladies and gentlemen, for bringing your contribution to solving water issues through concrete actions and not only intentions. 
The sharing of water resources is indeed a crucial challenge that our societies are facing. There are more than 260 transboundary basins in the world. But very few examples where five states are working together, hand-in-hand. Five States that are not only dealing with planning and negotiation but also with day-to-day management and functioning of two weighty rivers: the Amudarya and the Syrdarya. 
Their fruitful collaboration is the proof that, even if shared water resources can generate divergences and even conflicts, they are also a chance and a vector for collaboration between States and enables to overcome obstacles. 

River Basins Management, as well as Integrated Water Resources Management, will be at the centre of our analysis throughout the preparatory process of the 5th World Water Forum that will be held in Istanbul in 2009. Your approach of IWRM, as well as your experience in coordinating basins management, will be very profitable to all of us, especially within the framework of the central theme of the next Forum, which is “Bridging Divides for Water”. 
Thank you all for contributing to the peaceful battle for water we are conducting, for water deserves extending hands, gathering hearts and merging minds, beyond the frontiers.

I wish excellent works to all of you and great success to this ICWC meeting and anniversary. 

And I’m looking forward to seeing you in Istanbul in 2009.
Loïc FAUCHON

President of the World Water Council
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