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Water in a Green Mediterranean Economy
Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

Sustainable development has been around for a while, and still we have to come together here today to discuss what are the essentials that connect water to sustainable development in the Mediterranean. For too long, we have considered it to be a luxury item, good for tomorrow but not so relevant for the development of today. Now with pollution further on the rise, and water supply and sanitation levels still unsufficient, we start to see that it is critical for societies prosperity to address sustainability at the centre of our development strategies.

We used to define prosperity by our material gains and focused our development on this. Increasingly we see however that we need to develop another, green economy one that leads to prosperity of a different kind. Developing a green economy to address the number of crisis that we have seen so close or are becoming clearer day by day: financial, economic, social, ecological, climatological….

An increasingly heavily populated and environmentally stressed Mediteranean region needs to establish a shift from growth at any cost to a development that is within the boundaries of its resource renewal and waste-absorption capacity. Yes, building a green economy can be at the heart of sustainable development for the Mediterranean and a binding element for the nations in the region. In a green Mediterranean economy, investments are made that raise energy efficiency, build on renewable energy, modernise the transport systems and build an agriculture production system that innovates and is more sustainable. 
For all these, water is a key ingredient. And focusing on water can help us to catalyse action towards building this green Mediterranean economy. To do so will require those governing and managing water, the experts and practioners to take water out of its box and demonstrate clearly how investing in it is a central part of the new green economy that the Mediterranean can spearhead.

This can be done as in many cases we can say ‘the future is already here’. To demonstrate how water investments can be the front runner in greening the economy we can focus on three practical domains of action:

First of all, The Water – Energy Evolution: Making water supply and sanitation less energy intensive and shift to using non-fosil fuels to get water in to homes and onto fields.

Second, The Water – Efficiency Evolution: Making water use at least  several times more efficient by revolutinazing water grids, increasing crop yields per cubic meter of water, reducing water wastage and innovating our irrigation systems.

Third, The Water – Re-use Evolution: By treating and recycling water we can demonstrate how a green economy in which materials circluate can work in practice.
To catalyse the evolutions in energy, efficiency and re-use of water, it is important to get the economy and financial systems behind water and sanitation in order. Any Mediterranean strategy on water has to define more clearly how the three water evolutions are going to be financed, will form part of national economic development, and attract both public and private investments . Strategic financial planning will need to put together national level arrangements that combine tariffs, taxes and transfers. For these to succeed we will need to tailor them to sub-national realities. It is only then that we could start create more sustainable cost recovery models for water and sanitation.
To become a centre piece of the new economy, elected officials need to have more political will to act. First of all, at the local level. Through the Istanbul Water Consensus, majors of hundreds of cities of committed to improve the water and sanitation situation during their time in office. In the Mediterranean both Istanbul and Marseille, as champion cities, are taking a lead role in promoting the implementation of the Consensus. Stimulating Mediterranean Majors to sign up and have specific strategic plans for their municipality can be catalytic to move water higher on the local political agenda. 
Secondly, those of us working in the water sector need to further connect to parliamentarians so as to interest them for water and gain national level momentum behind a water agenda. This requires sound information on what the policy option are and what development of legal and institutional frameworks is required. Working with parliamentarians can help create further transparency with regard to the national and local budgets for water. To that end, the World Water Council is currently developing the ‘Parliamentarian Help Desk on Water’ to ensure parliamentarians have better access to the information and know-how they need.

Thirdly, we need work at the national level with our water ministers and with colleagues of other sector ministries to prioritize water investments. Given the catalytic role of water, water investments and governance should feature on the national cabinet’s agenda. This however will require the development of supportive information that shows clearly how water is a catalyst in a range of economic sectors and what can be the national level return on investments in water.
But of course, politicians don’t act without having citizens being mobilized for water. Creating and strengthening participation in water planning and decision making, particularly at the local level can help mobilise political will. We need to entrust and empower people to allocate the water from the basins in which they live. In many places that implies a significant shift in trust, authority and responsibility and requires a step change toward democratic policies and decentralised control. 
To establish the water evolutions and make water a central part of the Mediterranean Green Economy we have to craft powerful regional coalitions from constituencies such as business, labor, community organisations, and governments. It is through strengthening these alliances that we can harnass the role of water as a catalyst of change in the Mediterranean.

Thank You. 
