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Mister Prime Minister,
Mister Ministers,
Mister Mayor, 

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor for the World Water Council and myself to be here with you today to take part in the opening of the International Congress “River Basin Management”. 

The 22nd of March is also the World Water Day, and I am pleased that it matches with the Opening Ceremony of the Congress and the Board of Governors of the World Water Council, here in Antalya.

This is a great honor, Mister Prime Minister, to pronounce a speech in your presence. I would like to express here the respect and the consideration of the members of our organisation for your action and particularly, for the decisions taken under your authority as far as water resources security is concerned. 

I would also like to pay tribute to all who, together with you, are contributing to represent Turkey in the field of water and particularly Mr Mehmet Hilmi GÜLER and my friend Veysel EROGLU. 

One year ago in Mexico, Turkey had been unanimously appointed to organise the 5th World Water Forum and all the international water community is pleased with this choice.   

I do want to say again here that it is a great honor for the World Water Council to establish with Turkey, which is a country with a great water tradition, relationships that will allow, starting from today, to prepare and organise the next Forum. 

And I would like to thank you, dear Mr Prime Minister, for having personally initiated and supported Turkey’s candidature.

Together with Turkey and the Council, we have defined the terms of an agreement aimed at creating an original dynamic for the next Forum. 

Together; we want a modern Forum, useful and open. A Forum for which the third week of March 2009 will be the result of two years of an original approach. 

Let us not overlook this constant objective: that is of making water and sanitation a top priority in the international agenda. 
During this World Water Day, that is today held under the topic « Water and scarcity », there is a reality that we have to say, there is a truth that we have to say.

Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to recall, as I did it on Tuesday in Istanbul, that this morning, this very morning, two billion men, women and children, maybe even three billion, are not as lucky as us to be able to just turn a tap to prepare their coffee or their tea cups.
The same number of human beings or even more are not given the dignity, and I do mean dignity, to be able to enjoy sanitary facilities.
We cannot and must not remain indifferent to this unfair situation. 

We are facing an emergency for at least three major reasons that I must briefly bring back to mind. 

The first reason is the population growth. Every ten years, our planet has one more billion inhabitants. 

The second reason derives from the huge increase in urban population as well as the development of economic activities. This is leading to increasingly serious pollution events. The giant cities of the poorer countries, which grow twice as fast as those in the rest of the world, are genuine sanitary time bombs. 

The third reason is related to climate change which adds up to the difficulties I just mentioned. A new reality seems to be arising: water is no longer were it is expected to be, no longer were it is absolutely essential to life. 
This will ask us to rethink a large part of our water policies. The challenge is important and requires to give here some solutions.
The first is to guaranty sustainable access to the resource. This means being able to bring, everywhere and anytime human communities need it, quantities of fresh water to satisfy the maintenance of life and human development.

The essential goal is to understand and be able to place technological progress at the service of this cause: secure the water resource through a rational use of technical progress, whether to pump at greater depths, to separate water from salt, to transport water over greater distances on earth and under sea, or to make a rational use of the giant underground reserves that are hard to access. 
This involves encouraging the human genius and giving an unprecedented impetus to research and development and to the transfer of knowledge to better adapt the know how to local specificities.

The second set of solutions consists in rapidly increasing the capacity to finance access to water throughout the cycle from extraction to treatment. 

This involves accepting the idea that the great water and sanitation infrastructures are essential to a balanced world, that they form an integral part of its heritage and that they need to be taken into account as such by the international community.

The third approach deals with improved management. This concerns both management and governance. But this is of little importance as long as it is widely accepted that water services have a cost and that the notion of “less consumption and better management” becomes the common rule.

And this is all the significance and relevance of this congress in wanting to make a concrete contribution to essential subjects, such as river basin management and resources protection.
The basin is a level of analysis and action particularly relevant, half-way between the State level and the local authorities level. It enables to pool financial resources and implement true policies of access to water, or fight against pollution.
So many subjects which will, I am sure, find their place during the next Forum in Istanbul which theme will be « Bridging Divides for Water ». 

This congress is the first of its kind that falls within the framework of 2-year preparatory process leading to the Istanbul Forum. Several Governors of the World Water Council are in attendance today, many of them will take the floor later on, during the plenary session right after the opening ceremony, and in various panels. I would like to thank them for the work they are carrying out
Thank you all for contributing to the success of the Forum of Istanbul

And thanks to Turkey for hosting this Forum and joining its efforts to those of the World Water Council to organise it in March 2009.

I wish great success to your congress and a profound impact in the water community. 
Please accept my brotherly salute and my friendly regards.

I thank you all
Loïc FAUCHON,

President of the World Water Council
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